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To: All  Branches, 
Dear Colleagues,

Stay Safe In Your Home This Christmas - The Fire Kills campaign is reminding people to stay safe in their home this Christmas and not let fire ruin their Yuletide celebrations.

Statistics reveal that one in six fire deaths last year occurred in December. With the distractions of a crowded house, festive celebrations and added alcohol, it's easy to forget about the Christmas dinner cooking in the oven or the candles left unattended. Nearly 1,400 house fires were started by cooking appliances last December, resulting in more than 300 injuries.

A recent survey by Rockwool revealed a surprising number of people admit to leaving their Christmas tree lights plugged in when they are out of the house and leaving candles unattended in their home.

Sir Ken Knight, the Government's Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser has warned that the hustle and bustle of Christmas preparations can often push fire safety out of our minds. But in reality, the start of the festive celebrations bring a whole cocktail of fire risks into the home - slower reaction times that result from alcohol consumption to the potential dangers of overloaded plug sockets and flammable decorations.

Most people are aware of the dangers of fire but often think 'it won't happen to me'. The reality is that it could happen to anyone. The majority of accidental house fires could have been prevented by people taking a little more care to minimise the risks of fire in their home or by being more careful. In many cases, damage could have been reduced if smoke alarms had been present or working properly, as an earlier warning could have meant fire crews were alerted earlier. 

The advice below will help you protect yourself and your family from fire. And if a fire does occur, you should have a simple plan about what you need to do to help you and your family get out quickly and safely. But if you do nothing else, install a smoke alarm. 

A FREE home fire safety check may also be available to you from you local Fire Service. This is where they visit your home, offer fire safety advice and fit free smoke alarms where needed. Requests are prioritised according to individual risk. You can find your local Fire & Rescue Service contact details at this Web Site link:- http://www.fireservice.co.uk/information/ukfrs
See attached further information.

Take action today, and don't be left asking 'why me?'.
The Fire Kills campaign have some simple top tips to stay safe this Christmas:

· Ensure there is a working smoke alarm installed on all floors of your home. Test your smoke alarms weekly and never remove batteries to power presents. 
· Check on older relatives and neighbours this Christmas to ensure their safety as they are at greater risk from fire. 
· Never leave cooking unattended; the majority of fires start in the kitchen. 

· Avoid cooking whilst drunk and always turn off kitchen appliances when you have finished cooking. 
· If you are sleepy, taking medication you know makes you drowsy or have consumed alcohol do not use the cooker or hob 
· Stay in the kitchen while cooking. Turn off the heat if you leave, even for a short period of time 
· Never leave the home when food is cooking, use a timer to remind you that you are cooking 
· Bin your chip pan. Use a thermostatically controlled deep fat fryer instead. 
· Consider using a microwave instead of the hob or oven but remember to follow cooking guidelines 
· Keep anything that can catch fire away from the hob - oven gloves, wooden utensils, food packaging, towels, loose clothing. 
· Never leave candles unattended and keep them away from children, decorations, cards and wrapping paper. 
· Don't overload sockets - ensure only one plug per socket. Always turn off plugs when they are not in use except those that are designed to be left on, such as freezers. 
· Ensure you switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house. Check your Christmas tree conforms to the British Standard (BS EN 60598). 
· Always use an RCD (Residual Current Device) on outdoor electrical equipment. This device instantly switches off the power if there is a fault. 
· Make sure that everyone in your home knows what to do in a fire - get out. stay out and call 999.

Fire Safety Advice for the family and home
· Fit smoke alarms in all hallways, living and sleeping areas & check them regularly. Choose the right one for the right location.
· Protect your family from the dangers of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning with an audible alarm
· Smoke Alarms and CO Alarms are not the same thing - You'll need some of each
· Make a fire action plan so that everyone in your house knows how to escape.
From all of the team in the CWU Health, Safety & Environment Department at CWU HQ we wish all Members, Representatives and Branches a safe and very Merry Christmas.
Yours Sincerely

Dave Joyce

National Health, Safety & Environment Officer
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Fire & Rescue Service - Free Home Fire Safety Check


Home Fire Risk Assessments or a Home Fire Safety Check can sound daunting to many people, especially the elderly. However, this page will explain what they entail and how you can go about having one carried out.


A Home Fire Risk Assessment is where members of your local Fire and Rescue Service will visit your home, at a time convenient to yourself, and carry out an inspection of your home. The visit may be carried out by firefighters who are operational, so don’t be surprised if a fire engine arrives at your home, or a dedicated team from the local Fire and Rescue Service. You do however need to be aware that a fire appliance can be called away at a moment’s notice as it is still part of operational resources within your area. They will of course call back, or arrange another date if needed.


As mentioned above, the Home Fire Risk Asessment visits are carried out by operational crews, they are completely free and you may be eligible for free smoke alarms to be fitted were required. You will not be sold anything.


The visits focus on three key areas:


· Identify and be aware of the potential fire risks within your home.


· Know what to do in order to reduce or prevent these risks.


· Put together an escape plan in case a fire does break out and ensure you have working smoke alarms.


The inspection of your home is not as intrusive as it sounds. We will visit your home, sit down and talk to you about fire safety issues in your home covering areas such as electrical safety, smoking safety and the use of electric blankets. We will then, with your permission look at the various rooms within your home paying particular attention to areas such as overloads plug sockets or wires trapped under carpets. We will also ensure that doors shut correctly and advise you of any remedial work that we feel may be in order for you to become safer within your home. You are welcome to ask any questions that you feel you need answering in respect of your home safety. We will also run through an escape plan if you do not already have one.


In addition to the above, you may qualify for free smoke alarms to be fitted within your home. We will carry this out completely free of charge and can fit them in a matter of minutes, ensuring you are safer from the moment we leave.


Your local Fire and Rescue Service will regularly advertise Home Fire Risk Assessments through the media, but you can book one direct by contacting your local Fire and Rescue Service.


You may also make enquiries on behalf of another person – however unless you are responsible for that person, you will need to obtain their permission before you proceed. 


All Fire and Rescue personnel who visit your home will carry photo identification. Please ensure you ask to see it


