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and commentator on Conservative health plans
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Patient groups fear individual 
health needs will come second 
to shareholder profits. GP consortia
will be given new powers to deny 
care, close services, promote private
health insurance and introduce 
charges. Services will be determined
by the small print in contracts and
not by patient need.

Conflicts of interest. Companies 
such as Care UK have been 
longstanding donors to the
Conservative Party and have funded
the private office of  Andrew 
Lansley MP, the Secretary of
State for Health. Already they are 
winning contracts worth over £50 
million to deliver health services in
North East prisons.

      To my mind, it felt a bit like 
someone had tossed a grenade 
into the PCTs. These people have
so much uncertainty about their 
position that they are 
haemorrhaging in a rather 
uncontrolled fashion. If the 
expertise is not there in the 
remains of the PCT clusters, 
inevitably they are going to have 
to be turning more to the private
sector.

Increasing postcode lotteries 
so health services are 
determined by ‘GP consortia’ 
which is decided by where you live
and not what treatment or operation
you require.

Taking a huge risk with handing 
over the entire health budget to GPs
– many of whom admit they lack the
training and interest to be financial
managers. Meanwhile savage cuts
to training will mean a drastic 
shortage of health professionals in
the future.

Selling off services like the National
Blood Service to those wanting to 

‘exploit commercial opportunities’
in health. This will further erode the
ethos for the health workers,
patients and in this case, donors.
The right to fair and equal 
treatment will no longer apply to 
patients but will shift to investors 
who can use trade laws to demand
privatisation.

Forcing false competition which will
lead to hospitals and services 
fighting each other as ‘business 
rivals’ which will inevitably result in
more closures and the ‘cherry-
picking’ of patients.

Reducing accountability leaving 
patients only protected by a 
toothless ‘consumer watchdog’ 
and not accountable to parliament
or the Secretary of State for Health.
Under new plans if a council or even
a future government wants to keep
a service within the public sector 
they will be liable to face expensive
legal challenges from private 
companies.

Attack on pay but freedom for 
bonuses. Companies will be given
the freedom to reduce pay for health
workers, undermining collective 
agreements with trade unions 
while handing unlimited bonuses to
corporate directors.

The Government has recently published
proposals which represent the most
damaging attacks EVER on the NHS.
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