Private Healthcare Companies and Thinktanks

Private Healthcare Companies 
· H5 – Top 5 private healthcare companies which make up 80% of market
“Alliance dedicated to better healthcare for Britons through private hospitals playing their part complementing the NHS. H5 aims to engage constructively with the government and regulators to develop new ways in which the public and private sectors can work together for the benefit of all patients.”
1. General Healthcare Group (BMI healthcare, Care fertility) 
- 4 Thameside Centre, Kew Bridge Road, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 0HF
Headed by Adrian Fawcett who states “If we want decent healthcare it’s time for us all to cough up” and wishes “we would stop dwelling on the NHS’ roots”. Chaired by Peter Gershon who advised the Tory government during the election campaign how best to cut £4bn in public services. Owned by Apax partners, a £20 billion private equity firm who held the ‘business opportunities post global healthcare reform’ conference. Help fund think-tank reform.

2. HCA International (Harley St, Lister Hospital Chelsea etc)
3. Nuffield Health

4. Ramsay Health Care UK
- Fourth Floor, Swedbank House, 42 New Broad Street, London EC2M 1SB
The firm caused a stir in July 2009 when it pulled out of a £500,000 a year private ward funding deal, two years into a 10-year contract with the Princess Royal University Hospital in Orpington.

 5. Spire Healthcare
- Central office, PO Box 62647, 120 Holborn, London EC1P 1JH 
The company was formed from the sale of BUPA Hospitals to Cinven in 2007. Patricia Hewitt, former health secretary under Tony Blair advises Cinven as well as Boots UK. 
· CareUK
- Connaught House, 850, The Crescent, Colchester CO4 9QB
- Ground Floor, Plaza West, Bridge Street, Reading, RG1 2LZ
- 21 Great Winchester Street, London, EC2N 2JA
Chairman of Care UK, John Nash, gave £21,000 in 2009 to fund Andrew Lansley’s personal office, his wife offering a further £60,000 to the Conservative Party.

· United Health
- UnitedHealth UK, 3rd Floor, 3 Sheldon Square, Paddington, London W2 6HY 
Have set up commissioning services to sell back to GP’s when the PCT’s are disbanded, essentially negating the argument put forward that GP consortia will bring care closer to patients. Tony Sampson- external affairs manager, responsible for branding and marketing also happens to be Alan Milburn’s ex-private secretary, a former no. 10 health advisor. Simon Stevens- president of United Health advised Tony Blair on New Labour NHS reforms towards markets and privatisation, and sits on the board of trustees for the Kings Fund.

· Circle Health 
- 32 Welbeck Street, London, W1G 8EU
The first private UK firm to run an NHS hospital (Hinchingbrooke Hospital) after the trust ran up debts of £40m. Nick Seddon used to head communications, now deputy director of independent think-tank reform. Role now taken by Christina Lineen, previous aide to Andrew Lansley.

Think Tanks and Others
· 2020 Health
- 83 Victoria Street, London, SW1H 0HW
“I have been very impressed with some of the discussions and documents that have emerged from 2020health. They are looking at serious issues and providing valuable impact on future policy.” Andrew Lansley MP, Secretary of State for Health. Government think tank set up by Julia Manning, who left her job in the NHS. Advisor to the government, has suggested that minor treatments (like fertility treatment) shouldn’t be available on the NHS and that drunks/addicted patients be fined. Chaired by Tom Sackville who was health minister under the Thatcher government.

· Reform
- 45 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3LT
Right of centre think-tank, who say “fewer hospitals, more competition”. Given money by GHG, KPMG, GlaxoSmithKline and Benenden healthcare society. Have written in support of the white paper. Nick Seddon (ex-circle) is now deputy director. Others involved are people from GHG and Paul Charlson, chair of the conservative medical society.

· Policy Exchange
- 10 Storey’s gate, Westminster, SW1P 3AY
Right wing think tank who suggested the bill be ‘paused’ but not stopped. Director Neil O’Brien sees the last few months (and protest at his office) as “the rise of the idiot left”.

· Monitor
- 4 Matthew Parker Street, London,  SW1H 9NP
National commissioning board for health, unelected, and set to be given immense power if the reforms go through.

· KPMG
- Salisbury Ct, City of London, Greater London
KPMG in the UK is a leading provider of professional services including audit, tax and advisory. Has been recently helping the public sector with managing financial restraints as imposed by ConDems. As an accountancy firm they also faciltate tax avoidance for many high street businesses and are major funders of the liberal democrat party, with senior partner, Neil Sherlock, a Lib Dem lord in the House of Lords. Mark Britnell, ex-NHS director general for commissioning and system management, senior health expert to David Cameron and global head of health at KPMG has stated that “the NHS will be shown no mercy, and the best time to take advantage of this will be in the next couple of years”. Help fund Reform.

· King’s Fund
The Kings Fund is “a charity that seeks to understand how the health system in England can be improved- using insight to shape policy and transform services”. Has links to United Health. Chair of the NHS ‘listening’ exercise, Prof. Steve Field, has worked with the King’s fund previously. 

