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17 December 2010

Premier Jean Charest,

Assemblée nationale,

Édifice Honoré-Mercier, 
3e étage
835, boul. René-Lévesque Est
Québec (Québec)  G1A 1B4
Dear Premier Charest,

Expansion of Asbestos Mining in Canada

On behalf of the Communication Workers Union (UK) I am writing to strongly urge you and your government not to proceed with the financing and expansion of Asbestos mining in Canada and specifically not to reopen and expand the Jeffrey asbestos mine.

Asbestos Kills. Over 50 Countries have banned Asbestos and the World Health Organisation has called for a global end to its use. No industrialised country, including Canada uses it and Canada, like many other countries, Canada spends millions of dollars removing it from schools, hospitals and homes. Canada itself has placed strict limits on the use and removal of asbestos domestically. However, we understand that your government is considering increasing production and export of White Asbestos to poor and developing Countries where people are unaware of its hazards and safety controls on its use and safety regulations are virtually non-existent. Canada remains one of the few countries which still promotes the use of chrysotile (White Asbestos), particularly in poorer nations like India, Pakistan and Vietnam, in spite of calls from the World Health Organization (WHO), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health (NIOSH), and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), for chrysotile asbestos to be banned. 
We understand from reports received here in the UK that the Minister of Economic Development, M. Clément Gignac, has indicated support for the proposal to give $58 million to finance the consortium of investors that wish to reopen the Jeffrey mine and export asbestos to the developing world. It would be a tragedy if Canada continued to support the operation of the Jeffrey Mine and allow export the deadly Asbestos around the world. Québec's decision to help expand the Canadian asbestos industry faces worldwide condemnation. Minister Gignac has said, however, that if there is not clear, reliable evidence that the asbestos exported by Québec causes no harm to health of people in the developing countries, the financing will not be given. M. Gignac has also explicitly mentioned the position of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) regarding the use of chrysotile asbestos.  
May we take this opportunity to remind you that the position of both the ILO and the WHO is that the use of chrysotile should be phased out in all member states, given the extreme difficulties in controlling exposure and consequent diseases caused by chrysotile, in particular in developing countries.
The Québec Medical Association, the Canadian Cancer Society and Québec’s respected public health organizations and experts are unequivocal in their advice not to finance the Jeffrey mine, saying that export of asbestos by Québec harms the health of people overseas. They have clearly stated that the mining and export of asbestos by Québec is medically unacceptable.

As trade unionists, we well understand that the people of the town of Asbestos want jobs for the future well being of their citizens and community. Our view is, however, that the government of Quebec could make a more sustainable investment by creating alternative employment in the mining community and to assist in a just transition programme.

Yours Sincerely 

Dave Joyce 
National Health, Safety & Environment Officer

Communication Workers Union (UK)

